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Chile has one of the largest protected area networks 
in the world, especially at sea

Marine Protected Areas

• 11 marine parks (no take) (Fisheries Service)

• 5 marine reserves (Fisheries Service)

• 13 multiple-use MPA (Ministry of Environment)

• 1 national reserve (Forest Service (CONAF))

• Other Patagonia PAs - inland waters (Forest Service (CONAF))

TOTAL MARINE: 1,490,000 km2 (42% of the EEZ)

TOTAL TERRESTRIAL: 18 million of hectares  (21% of national territory)



However, there were lack of early actions to approach the 
effective management of MPAs

Capacity shortfalls hinder the performance of marine protected areas globally | Nature

https://www.nature.com/articles/nature21708/


Chile’s biodiversity among most underfunded, low 
management effectiveness in protected areas

Chile ranked 9th least funded

US federal government has similar hectares of MPAs, 

100x more funding



PARTIDA

CAPÍTULO

PROGRAMA

:

:

:

MINISTERIO DEL MEDIO AMBIENTE 25

01

01

Subsecretaría del Medio Ambiente
Subsecretaría del Medio Ambiente (01, 11, 12, 20, 21, 23)

LEY DE PRESUPUESTOS AÑO 2023

Sub-
Título

Ítem Asig. Denominaciones Glosa N°
Moneda Nacional

Miles de $

INGRESOS 39.811.661

05 TRANSFERENCIAS CORRIENTES 6.866.990

02 Del Gobierno Central 6.866.990

141 Desarrollo Productivo Sostenible 6.866.980

201 Recuperación de Licencias Médicas - FONASA 10

08 OTROS INGRESOS CORRIENTES 240.007

01 Recuperaciones y Reembolsos por Licencias Médicas 10

99 Otros 239.997

09 APORTE FISCAL 32.704.644

01 Libre 32.704.644

12 RECUPERACIÓN DE PRÉSTAMOS 10

10 Ingresos por Percibir 10

15 SALDO INICIAL DE CAJA 10

GASTOS 39.811.661

21 GASTOS EN PERSONAL 02 19.752.097

22 BIENES Y SERVICIOS DE CONSUMO 03 3.193.644

23 PRESTACIONES DE SEGURIDAD SOCIAL 10

03 Prestaciones Sociales del Empleador 10

24 TRANSFERENCIAS CORRIENTES 13 16.446.090

01 Al Sector Privado 191.340

002 Fondo Naturaleza Chile 04, 22 191.340

03 A Otras Entidades Públicas 05 16.013.883

001 Fondo de Protección Ambiental 06 604.811

004 Certificación Ambiental Municipal 14 133.314

009 Modelo de Pronóstico de Calidad del Aire 07 135.107

011 Calefacción Sustentable 08 3.109.534

017 Fondo del Reciclaje 09 224.719

018 Programas de Recuperación Ambiental y Social 15, 16 910.879

019 Planes de Descontaminación Ambiental 3.051.216

021 Estudios Medioambientales 17 704.943

022 Áreas Marinas Protegidas 18 247.226

024 Sistema Nacional de Certificación Ambiental de Establecimientos

Educacionales

25.154

030 Desarrollo Productivo Sostenible 10 6.866.980

07 A Organismos Internacionales 19 240.867

001 Infraestructura Mundial de Información en Biodiversidad (GBIF) 31.975

ASP System (terrestrial)

CAD 31,7 million/yr

USD 23,8 million/yr

MPA System

CAD 0,73 million/yr

USD 0,54 million/yr

PA Government budget

AP System (total)

CAD 32,4 million/yr

USD 24,3 million/yr
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MPA Financial gap

USD 12-30 millon/yr

Marine Protected Areas in Chile

And the challenge for the effective implementation
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Tools for filling the financial gap



- Increasing public budget: from USD 24,3 to USD 59 million

- Efficiency: centralize and strengthen protected areas management

- Create new conservation tools

Bill is currently in Senate, target is to pass it by June 2023

A. Government could cut protected area funding gap by 
the creation of the new Service (bill in congress).



B. Conservation trust funds complement public 
funding in 19 countries in Latin America

The Chile Nature Fund became part of the Network of 

Conservation Trust Funds of Latin America and the 

Caribbean (RedLAC) in October of 2021

CTFs in LAC have driven US$1.4 

billion toward conservation



Chile’s Protected Areas

Private fund with public-private coordination, 

complements government spending

Innovation; link with 

local communities

Personnel; 

enforcement

Implementing 

management plans

Public 

funding

Chile 

Nature 

Fund

Example of how the fund could operate; it would also fund actions outs



Private fund with public-private coordination, 

complements government spending

Civil society organizations implement actions on the

ground in coordination with government agencies

Chile 

Nature

Fund

Mobilizes private, 

multilateral, bilateral 

funding as well as 

financial mechanisms Public-private

coordination



Marine Protected Areas Program

Chile Nature Fund have created a “Plan 

for Effective Management of Chile’s 

MPAs” and cost model to guide program 

implementation over ten years.

The next step is to identify interest of 

donors and the incoming government.



Marine Protected Areas Program

132 million hectares

Selection criteria:

• Represent all ecoregions

• No-take and multiple use

• Low human development index
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Protección estricta

10 years

Scope: 89% of Chile’s MPAs by area





Thank you – Merci - Gracias.


