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About the Intact Centre

Applied research 
institute with 

national focus

Easy to follow, 
actionable 
guidance

Whole-of-society 
approach

Address climate 
adaptation

Focus on 
knowledge 

mobilization



5

Climate change is an irreversible threat: severe 
weather will increase

1. Over the past 60 years, Canada has 
warmed by nearly 2°C—twice the global 
average—and this trend will continue.

2. Warming is effectively irreversible, even if 
we reduce emissions, we cannot stop it, 
only reduce it.

3. This has led to an increase in the 
frequency, intensity and duration of 
extreme weather events and this will 
continue to the end of this century.
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1.5 homes in Canada (~10%) are uninsurable due to 
flooding

Insurance premiums have gone up 20-25% over past 6 
years

Insurance cap coverage is lowering



The Social 
Impacts of 
Wildfire
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Physical health: Wildfires pose serious risks to 
physical health. In 2023, wildfire smoke 
affected millions of people, which can lead to 
respiratory and cardiovascular disease.

Mental health: The loss of homes, belongings, 
and safety often leaves survivors feeling 
anxious, depressed, and traumatized, with 
some turning to substances as a coping 
mechanism.

Indigenous communities: Indigenous 
communities face disproportionate impacts. 
Although First Nations make up only 5% of 
Canada’s population, they account for 42% of 
wildfire evacuations.



That was the bad news, 
now for the good news
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Wildfire-Ready

Developed using:
• The National Research Council’s 

Wildland-Urban Interface Guide
• FireSmart Canada best practices

✓ User-friendly and easy to read
✓ Brief and concise
✓ Adopts a whole-of-society 

approach
✓ Includes a clear call to action
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Key Takeaways
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Over the next years, 
temperatures will 

continue to increase, 
leading to more 

extreme weather, 
which increases 

likelihood of wildfire.

We don’t need to 
convince each other 

of the need for 
preparedness, we 

need to engage other 
parties who can 

support and 
collaborate with us.

In the face of 
challenges as 

significant as climate 
change and increased 

risk of wildfire, success 
is best achieved 

through a whole-of-
society approach.



For more information 
visit intactcentre.ca

Dr. Anabela Bonada
Managing Director, Climate Science

abonada@uwaterloo.ca
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