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PROJECT
CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT TO CATALYZE ACTIONS AND COMMITMENTS AT THE NATIONAL AND 

GLOBAL LEVEL TO REDUCE PLASTIC POLLUTION INCLUDING IN THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT

AIM: To support countries to undertake enabling activities that catalyse actions and

commitments at the national and global level to reduce plastic pollution, including in the marine environment.

TIMEFRAME:  18 months

Start date: November 2023-date of signing of the Small Scale Funding Agreement (SSFA)

End Date May 2025

BUDGET: US $150,000

FUNDING AGENCY IMPLEMENTING AGENCY 
FUNDING/PROJECT 

ADMINISTRATOREXECUTING AGENCY 



COMPONENTS
CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT TO CATALYZE ACTIONS AND COMMITMENTS AT THE NATIONAL AND 

GLOBAL LEVEL TO REDUCE PLASTIC POLLUTION INCLUDING IN THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT

• Establishment of a National Steering 
Committee and Project TeamCOMPONENT 1

• Stakeholder Consultation ProcessCOMPONENT 2

• Gap Analysis and Data CollectionCOMPONENT 3

• National Source Inventory ReportCOMPONENT 4

• Legislation and Policy Review and AnalysisCOMPONENT 5

• National Roadmap/Strategy/PlanCOMPONENT 6

• Stakeholder Validation ProcessCOMPONENT 7

• Capacity DevelopmentCOMPONENT 8

• Knowledge Management and SharingCOMPONENT 9

• Awareness raisingCOMPONENT 10
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National Source Inventory Report

AIM

Identify and assess the 

main sources and 

pathways of plastic 

pollution and

marine litter in 

Trinidad and Tobago.



VIRTUAL INVENTORY VALIDATION MEETING
CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT TO CATALYZE ACTIONS AND COMMITMENTS AT THE NATIONAL AND 

GLOBAL LEVEL TO REDUCE PLASTIC POLLUTION INCLUDING IN THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT



APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY

LIFE CYCLE ANALYSIS OF PLASTICS FLOWS

Source: UNEP 2025



PRIMARY DATA SOURCES

 Stakeholder consultations-semi structured questionnaires and surveys:

o Government Bodies and Agencies: Customs and Excise, Central Statistical Office (CSO), Environmental Management Authority 

(EMA), Trinidad and Tobago Solid Waste Management Company Limited (SWMCOL), Tobago House of Assembly (THA),                

Port Authority, Maritime Services Division, Tourism Trinidad Limited 

o Private Sector, Industry, Waste Collectors and Recycling Companies

o NGOs-Caribbean Network for Integrated Rural Development (CNIRD) and the Ocean Conservancy 

o Associations- Trinidad and Tobago Yacht Club

SECONDARY DATA SOURCES

 Government reports

 Academic studies

 International trade databases-UN Trade and Development (UNCTAD) Plastic Data Tool

 NGO records

APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY

DATA COLLECTION



CATEGORIES

 Single-use plastics: plastic bags, straws, cutlery, plates, and packaging materials 

 Packaging plastics: plastic bottles and covers, containers, wraps, and films 

 Microplastics: less than 5mm in size

 Marine plastics:

o Abandoned, lost, or otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)- nets, lines, and traps 

o Coastal activities

o Shipping-Cruise sector

 Industrial plastics: components, storage containers and construction materials (e.g. Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) piping)

 Agricultural plastics: films, irrigation pipes

APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY

PLASTICS IN LIFE CYCLE ANALYSIS



INVENTORY DATA

PLASTIC IMPORTS AND EXPORTS

Trinidad and Tobago Plastic Imports and Exports

based on Customs and Excise data

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024
Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024

Total Plastic Imports and Exports for Trinidad and Tobago (2015-2022)                

adapted from the UNCTAD Plastics Database, 2024 



INVENTORY DATA

PLASTIC IMPORTS AND EXPORTS

Mean Plastics Imports and Exports from the UNCTAD Plastics 

Database for Trinidad and Tobago (2015-2022) 

Mean Plastic Imports and Exports for Trinidad and Tobago (2015-2022) as adapted from 

the UNCTAD Plastics Database, 2024 

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024



INVENTORY DATA

PLASTIC IMPORTS 

IMPORT FINDINGS

 PVC, PET and PE are the 

most prominently imported 

plastic polymers. 

 United States is the leading 

exporter of plastics to 

Trinidad and Tobago- PVC 

and PE. 

 China is the second ranked 

exporter to Trinidad and 

Tobago for PET mainly, 

plastic resins, plastic 

packaging materials and 

tiles.

Plastic Imports: Type, Value and Tonnage for Ten Ranked Countries of Origin 

(2023) from Customs and Excise Division Data, 2024

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024



INVENTORY DATA

PLASTIC EXPORTS 

EXPORT FINDINGS

 Plastic bottles are a significant 

exported product from Trinidad and 

Tobago.

 Main countries of  plastic bottle 

import are Dominican Republic,  

Jamaica and Saint Lucia. 

 This product consistently is a major 

component of exports to several 

destinations, indicating high demand 

and significant trade volume in this 

category.

 Polymers of ethylene appear 

frequently, with substantial exports 

to Puerto Rico, Jamaica and Ghana.

Plastic Exports: Type, Value and Tonnage for Ten Ranked Countries of Origin 

(2023) from Customs and Excise Division Data, 2024

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024



INVENTORY DATA

PLASTIC PRODUCTION 

FINDINGS

 40% of primary forms of plastics 

(e.g. resins) are imported and used 

locally for processing and 

manufacturing final plastic products.

 10% import of intermediate forms of 

plastics, which include partially 

processed plastics for domestic 

manufacturing.

 5% intermediate-manufactured 

plastics import (plastic sheets, films, 

pipes).

 45% final manufactured plastic 

imports (highest %)-domestic 

production is too low to meet 

demands.

Percentages of Plastics Imported for Trinidad and Tobago (2015-2022) as adapted from 

the UNCTAD Plastics Database, 2024

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024



INVENTORY DATA

PLASTIC CONSUMPTION 

Net Consumption* Based on Data from the UNCTAD Plastics Database for Trinidad and 

Tobago (2015-2022) 
FINDINGS

 Trinidad and Tobago consumes high 

amounts of plastics-high net 

consumption.

 Trinidad and Tobago exports more 

intermediate manufactured plastics 

than it imports. 

 Negative net consumption of plastic 

waste-Trinidad and Tobago does not 

import plastic waste for further 

processing. 

*Net Consumption = Mean Imports – Mean Exports

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024



INVENTORY DATA

PLASTIC CONSUMPTION 

Import and Export Data for Common Plastic Products and Polymers for Trinidad and 

Tobago for 2023  Adapted from Customs and Excise Import/ Export Data for                    

Trinidad and Tobago (2023)

FINDINGS

 Plastic products more commonly 

imported in surplus compared to their 

exports. 

 PVC, PET bottles, polymers of styrene 

and LDPE are consumed domestically in 

large quantities.

 PVC has the highest net consumption, 

suggesting that there is a high level of 

domestic use and production. 

 The levels of exports are generally low 

for most plastic products/ polymers. 

 A negligible portion of HDPE is exported.

 Ultimately these plastic products are 

associated with challenges for recycling 

or disposal.
Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024



INVENTORY DATA

WASTE COLLECTION

FINDINGS

 Trinidad's waste increased between

2018 and 2022, from 460,696 tonnes to

733,623 tonnes.

 Tobago's waste generally decreased,

from 35,000 tonnes in 2018 to 12,480

tonnes in 2022.

 Between 2013 and 2023, Trinidad and

Tobago collectively collected over 7

million tonnes of waste.

 Collectively for both islands:

o Waste collection peaked in 2017 with a

total of 797,206 tonnes,

o The lowest recorded amount was in 2019,

with 468,084 tonnes.

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024

Waste Collected in Trinidad and Tobago (2013-2023)



INVENTORY DATA

WASTE GENERATION

FINDINGS

Mean waste generation:

 1.28 kg per capita/day in Trinidad and

Tobago.

 Higher than Central America and the

Caribbean, South America, Eastern

Europe, Southern Europe, West Asia

and North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa,

Central and South Asia, East and South-

East Asia, and Oceania (Global Waste

Management Outlook, 2024)

 Latin America region generate

approximately 1 kg/per/day.

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024

Waste Per Capita in Trinidad and Tobago (2013-2023) 



INVENTORY DATA
PLASTIC WASTE GENERATION AND RECYCLING 

TRINIDAD

Source: KWL Lipor SWMCOL, 2023

Composition of Waste Generated in Trinidad (2022) 

Source: KWL Lipor SWMCOL, 2023

Recyclable Waste Composition from Trinidad’s Landfills (2022)



INVENTORY DATA
PLASTIC WASTE GENERATION AND RECYCLING 

TRINIDAD

Total Weight of Recyclable Materials Received at SWMCOL’s 

Beverage Container Recycling Facility (BCRF) (2015-2023) 

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024

FINDINGS

 Total plastic polymers processed about 2/3 of total recyclables.

 PET is the most common plastic polymer collected at the facility, followed 

by HDPE and LDPE.

 PET Flakes for export -highest production recorded in 2019-19.60 tonnes

PET Flakes Produced Annually for Export at SWMCOL's BCRF (2015-2023 



INVENTORY DATA
PLASTIC WASTE GENERATION AND RECYCLING COMPOSITION

TOBAGO

Mean Composition of Waste Generated in Tobago (2012) 

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024

Recyclable Waste Composition from Tobago’s Landfills (2012)

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024



INVENTORY DATA

FATE OF END OF LIFE PLASTIC

Summary Data of Fate of End of Life Plastic from Private Sector Recyclers and SWMCOL’s BCRF in Trinidad and Tobago (2018-2023)

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024



INVENTORY DATA

UPCYCLING

FINDINGS

• Diverted over 500 tonnes of waste plastics from landfills.

• Most common plastic polymers, including PP, HDPE, PET, 

and LDPE.

• PP is the most common type of plastic polymer collected 

and processed, with HDPE being the least prevalent.

Composition of Plastic Polymers Upcycled



Waste Composition of Items Collected from Coastal Areas During ICC Exercises (2013-2023)

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024

INVENTORY DATA

MARINE PLASTIC LITTER

Over the past 10 years

plastics accounted for

8 of top 10 items 

collected during 

coastal cleanups 



INVENTORY DATA

SECTORAL-TOURISM

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024

Solid Waste Received from Cruise Ships Docked in Trinidad and Tobago (2018-2023)

Notes

• 20-Other includes glass, scrap metal, wood, cardboard, incinerator ash and other dry solid waste. 

• 21-In 2021, no cruise ships visited Trinidad and Tobago because the cruise industry was shut down globally due to the COVID-19 pandemic.



INVENTORY DATA

SECTORAL-FISHING

FINDINGS

• Lower counts in 2020 and 2021 can attributed 

to the COVID-19 pandemic.

• Overall, the data highlights a growing issue 

with fishing gear waste, with fishing nets, 

lines, and ropes being the most frequently 

collected items. 

Fishing Gear Items Collected Annually During International Coastal Cleanup Exercises (2013–2023) 

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024

Source: Simmons and Associates, 2024



DATA 

COLLECTION

Fragmented & 

outdated

Lack of 

centralized 

repository INSTITUTIONAL & 

LEGISLATIVE

Overlapping 

duties

Outdated 

legislation

INFRASTRUCTURE

Limited 

technologies & 

equipment e.g. 

weighbridges
DATA 

GAPS

Microplastics

& Agricultural 

plastics

Hidden plastics

TIME

CONSTRAINTS

No field studies

No leakage data

No temporal or 

spatial data-

hotspots

INVENTORY LIMITATIONS



 Utilises systematic data collection and analysis tools to identify and quantify the sources of plastic
pollution by examining plastic waste generation, leakages and flows within a country, including its
marine environments.

 Assists in developing targeted policies and strategies to reduce plastic pollution and marine litter-
supports evidence-based decision-making and effective plastic waste management, contributing to
environmental sustainability and pollution prevention- Roadmap and Strategy for Addressing the
Lifecycle of Plastics.

 Provides a platform/avenue to monitor progress in waste reduction efforts and for monitoring
microplastics given their pervasive environmental presence and potential adverse health impacts.-
Baseline information.

 Can be used as a tool to improve public awareness about the impacts of plastic pollution.-
Component 10-Awareness Raising.

NATIONAL SOURCE INVENTORY BENEFITS
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