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CHARACTERIZATION STUDY OF HOUSEHOLD AND ASSIMILABLE SOLID WASTE GENERATED AT THE MUNICIPAL 
LEVEL IN CHILE 2024

https://proactiva.subdere.gov.cl/handle/123456789/649

https://proactiva.subdere.gov.cl/handle/123456789/649


Update of the NDC (excerpt):

Circular Economy:

M10) Promote the recovery of municipal organic waste in the country looking toward 2030, through 
the following commitments:

 By 2027 at the latest, to promote, on an urgent basis throughout its entire processing, a law that 
fosters the recovery of organic waste.

 By 2028, ensure that at least 50% of regions have regional strategic waste recovery plans (PER) 
that include measures to promote the recovery of organic waste.

M11) Develop, by 2026 at the latest, a National Strategy to Prevent and Reduce Food Loss and 
Waste in Chile. 

5
Source: https://www.bcn.cl/leychile/navegar?idNorma=1216833

https://www.bcn.cl/leychile/navegar?idNorma=1216833


MAIN INSTRUMENTS IN CHILE RELATED TO THE 
MANAGEMENT OF ORGANIC WASTE



Targets — National Organic Waste Strategy

The Government of Canada was a key partner for Chile in environmental matters through
the Reciclo Orgánicos Program, which supported the development of the National Organic
Waste Strategy, established under the umbrella of the Canada-Chile Environmental
Cooperation Agreement.



Vision of the National Organic Waste Strategy



economiacircular.mma.gob.cl

N° ENRO Indicator 2024 Result
% 2030 
TARGET

1 % reduction of organic waste in final disposal — < 1%
2 No. of households with recovery equipment 67,690 households 13.54%
3 N° of educational establishments with equipment 654 establishments 13.08% 

4
Neighborhoods in the “Quiero Mi Barrio” program that compost
or vermicompost

86 neighborhoods 17.2 % 

5 Urban parks that recover their organic waste 14 urban parks n/a
6 Recovery projects submitted to the BIP 9 projects submitted in 2024 n/a

7 Municipal projects submitted to the SEIA
Municipal Waste Management Center, Puerto 
Bertrand, Aysen Region Aysen

n/a

Responses from 161 municipalities, equivalent to 46% of the national universe.









Establish a regulatory framework to move from regulation based on a linear economy to 
a circular economy

Regulation (ENRO)

Develop regulations for the design and operation of organic waste 
recovery facilities.​

Texto aprobado por Consejo de Ministros para la Sustentabilidad: 
https://mma.gob.cl/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Reglamento-
Manejo-Sanitario-Instalacion-de-Valorizacion-de-Residuos-
Organicos-CMSCC.pdf

Manual: https://economiacircular.mma.gob.cl/wp-
content/uploads/2025/10/MANUAL-SOBRE-INSTALACIONES-DE-
VALORIZACION-DE-RESIDUOS-ORGANICOS.pdf

https://www.bcn.cl/leychile/navegar?idNorma=1053563

Amend the criteria in Supreme Decree No. 40 regarding the obligation to 
enter the SEIA, for organic waste recovery projects.

https://mma.gob.cl/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Reglamento-Manejo-Sanitario-Instalacion-de-Valorizacion-de-Residuos-Organicos-CMSCC.pdf
https://economiacircular.mma.gob.cl/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/MANUAL-SOBRE-INSTALACIONES-DE-VALORIZACION-DE-RESIDUOS-ORGANICOS.pdf
https://www.bcn.cl/leychile/navegar?idNorma=1053563


Amend the criteria in Supreme
Decree No. 40 regarding the
obligation to enter the SEIA.

Regulation (ENRO) 

Decreto N°40 MMA: https://www.bcn.cl/leychile/navegar?idNorma=1053563

https://www.bcn.cl/leychile/navegar?idNorma=1053563


Project Portfolio 2025-2027 



Main instruments in Chile related 
to the Management of Organic Waste

Source: Greenhouse Gas Inventory, MMA 2023.



SECTORAL MITIGATION PLAN (PSM) –MINSAL



MEASURES AND TARGETS  PSM –MINSAL 2030

Measure  Description Target

1

Recovery of organic waste (household 

composting, composting in educational 

establishments, large-scale composting) 

Recover 1,480 kton of organic waste by 2030.

2
Capture and recovery/flaring of biogas in 

existing and new sanitary landfills 

100% of traditional (mechanized) sanitary landfills have biogas

capture and recovery/flaring systems operated in accordance

with regulations in force by 2035.

3 Paper and cardboard recycling 
Progressively reach 70% recycling of paper and cardboard by

2035

4 Reduction of food waste Reduce the waste of approximately 1,905 kton of food by 2030

5
Carbon footprint and energy efficiency 

program in hospitals  

100% of health establishments estimate their carbon footprint

and take action to manage it

* 1.1 Organic Waste Recovery Bill



Strengthen national or regional governance

SERECNATIONAL



Local Waste Plans (PRELO)

Local waste plan or “PRELO”: a plan developed by each municipality for the implementation of its waste policy at the
local level, in accordance with the provisions of this law, its regulations, and the PER.

https://economiacircular.mma.gob.cl/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/GUIA-METODOLOGICA-PARA-LA-ELABORACION-DE-PLANES-DE-RESIDUOS-LOCALES.pdf

https://economiacircular.mma.gob.cl/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/GUIA-METODOLOGICA-PARA-LA-ELABORACION-DE-PLANES-DE-RESIDUOS-LOCALES.pdf


Organics – Milestones 2026

economiacircular.mma.gob.cl

Municipality Product Region Source $
Municipality of Alto Hospicio PRELO I EUROCLIMA
Municipality of Iquique PRELO I EUROCLIMA
Municipality of Calama PRELO II EUROCLIMA
Municipality of Rancagua PRELO VI BID 
Municipality of San Fernando PRELO VI BID 
Municipality of Codegua Draft PRELO VI BID 
Municipality of Doñihue Draft PRELO VI BID 
Municipality of Machalí Draft PRELO VI BID 
Municipality of Coínco Draft PRELO VI BID 
Municipality of Nancagua Draft PRELO VI BID 
Municipality of Peralillo Draft PRELO VI BID 
Municipality of Pumanque Draft PRELO VI BID 
Municipality of Lolol Draft PRELO VI BID 
Municipality of Cañete PRELO VIII EUROCLIMA
Municipality of Chiguayante PRELO VIII EUROCLIMA
Municipality of Puente Alto PRELO XIII EUROCLIMA
Municipality of San José de Maipo PRELO XIII EUROCLIMA
Municipality of Cerro Navia PRELO XIII EUROCLIMA
Municipality of Coyhaique PRELO XIII EUROCLIMA

11 PRELO and 8 draft PRELOs in 5 regions. 



Promotes the recovery of organic waste and strengthens waste management at 
the territorial level. 

BILL

https://www.camara.cl/legislacion/ProyectosDeLey/tramitacion.aspx?p
rmID=16745&prmBOLETIN=16182-12

https://www.camara.cl/legislacion/ProyectosDeLey/tramitacion.aspx?prmID=16745&prmBOLETIN=16182-12


Bill

Instruments for the 
Differentiated 

Management of 
Organic Waste

01
Mandate to municipalities for the territorial deployment of alternatives for the 
differentiated management of household organic waste:

• Segregated collection of organic waste from households.
• Community solutions.
• Composting/vermicomposting at home.
• For rural areas, training programs for on-site recovery.

Obligation for generators and managers to carry out differentiated management of 
specific fractions of organic waste:

• Pruning and garden waste, open-air markets, and similar.
• Shopping centers, stadiums, event venues, and similar.
• Hotels, restaurants, cafés, and similar.

Obligation for citizens to dispose of their organic waste in a differentiated manner and to 
collaborate with the network of organic waste managers as established by municipal 
ordinances. 

a

b

c



Organics – Milestones 2026
2025 Activities:

 More than 15 Executive Committee meetings.
 Support consultancy (CAV+S) financed by the IDB.
 7 workshops with food-system stakeholders (4 virtual 

and 3 in person in Curicó, Temuco, and La Serena). 
197 participants.

 4 workshops with the Strategic Committee. 165 
participants.

 A workshop with international experts from Brazil, 
Argentina, Mexico, and Uruguay. 60 participants.

 A citizen survey on food purchasing and consumption 
habits. 2,571 participants.

2026 Activities:

 Public consultation: During the second half of 2026.
 Development of the final FLW Strategy and 

publication (April 2026 onward).
 Formulation of the GEF FLW project (MMA, ODEPA, 

and FAO).
 Implementation of the FLW Clean Production

Agreement – AB Chile.economiacircular.mma.gob.cl



We start from a context in which there has been significant progress

Proyecto 
de Ley

El Congreso Nacional 
tramita un Proyecto 
de Ley para avanzar 
en PDA.

CNPDA

En 2020 se crea la 
Comisión Nacional 

de Pérdida y 
Desperdicio de 

Alimentos

PDA en 
planificación 
estratégica

Hoja de Ruta de Economía 
Circular, Estrategia Climática 
Largo Plazo, PSM MINSAL, 
NDC 2025 Contribución 
Nacional Determinada, Plan 
Nacional de Consumo y 
Producción Sustentable, 
Estrategia Nacional Residuos 
Orgánicos, entre otros.

Hoja de 
Ruta 

CNPDA

La CNPDA cuenta 
con una Hoja de 

Ruta para orientar su 
actuar al corto plazo 

(2023-2025).

Microbancos
de alimentos

Hoy existen decenas de 
bancos y microbancos de 
alimentos en el país.

Investigación

Existen diversos 
proyectos de 

investigación asociados a 
la temática. 

Sociedad civil
Varias ONG tienen a la 
PDA como un tema central 
en su agenda.



Study: Characterization of household and

assimilable solid waste generated at the

municipal level in Chile

In 2024, the Undersecretariat of Regional and Administrative Development

(SUBDERE) published a Characterization Study of household and

assimilable solid waste generated at the municipal level in Chile.

The study – which, in addition to characterizing households, also

characterized open-air markets and the hotel, restaurant, and café sector –

concludes that the average organic matter in the waste of these generators

is 48.1%.

The study, however, went beyond simply measuring the amount of organic

waste in common trash. These organic wastes were also characterized,

concluding that, of that 48.1%, 28.8% corresponds to edible organic waste,

while the other 19.3% corresponds to non-edible waste.





Regional Cooperation Program for Methane Emissions
Reduction from Organic Waste and Dumpsite Closure in LAC

Chile chairs the Steering Committe

Program: https://www.unep.org/es/resources/informe-de-politicas/programa-regional-de-cooperacion-reduccion-de-
emisiones-de-metano

https://www.unep.org/es/resources/informe-de-politicas/programa-regional-de-cooperacion-reduccion-de-emisiones-de-metano



